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Potential Consequences

Government is 
not aware of 
R&D activities 
taking place in 
the country with 
organisms 
other than 
micro-
organisms

Cannot assess 
appropriateness of 
containment 
measures proposed

Cannot verify 
compliance with 
the exemption 
criteria

Cannot promote 
compliance in 
the R&D 
community

A “release into 
the environment” 
may occur

Government’s 
ability to 
respond in a 
timely manner is 
limited

A product of 
biotech may end 
up in the human 
and/or animal 
food system

Potential 
impacts on 
human health 
and the 
environment

Government’s 
ability to assess 
potential impacts 
on human health 
and the 
environment in a 
timely manner is 
hampered

Depending on 
the type of 
substance 
released, may 
not be able to 
retrieve it

Containment may 
be inappropriate

Issue #1



  

Potential Consequences Cont’d

Lack of clarity 
on the 
exemption 
provision

A “release into 
the environment” 
may occur

Government’s ability 
to respond in a timely 
manner is limited

A product of 
biotech may end up 
in the food/feed 
system

Potential 
impacts on 
human health 
and the 
environment

Government’s ability to 
assess potential impacts 
on human health and the 
environment in a timely 
manner is hampered

Depending on the type of 
substance released, may 
not be able to retrieve it

Containment may 
be inappropriate

Issue #2

Inconsistency and 
uncertainty on its 
application

Cost ($, time, resources) 
for regulators, regulatees, 
and public

Impact on
competitiveness



  

Potential Consequences Cont’d

One notification 
category that 
applies to all 
organisms 
other than 
micro-
organisms

The amount and 
nature of the 
information, and 
time required for 
the risk 
assessment may 
be unnecessarily 
onerous 

Issue #3

Cost ($, time, resources) 
for regulators, regulatees, 
and public

Impact on 
competitiveness


